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Overview

This document provides informatioand resources that specifically support project development for cleanup
and bankwork within the Portland Harbor industrial setting. It is designed to help permit applicants:

funderstand the agenciesd permitting processes
9 understand various permit requirentgs

1 identify some potential permitting hurdles

9 provide technical resources that support best practices when designing projects

The Oregon Department of Environmental QualiipEQ) U.S. Army Corps of Enginee(€orps and National
Marine Fisheries ServigdiIMFS)re working together with the U.S. Environmental Protection AgeEyA)xo
enhance interagency coordination when reviewing permit applications foojects proposed in or near
Portland Harbor.

Applicants have the opportunity to present project e@epts at monthly coordination meetings where they
wi || recei ve usegvhem prépariagiperininapplicatioris.orThe Oregon Department of State
Lands(DSL)and the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlif@®@DFW)will be invited to attend these
interagency meetings.
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Agency contacts

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Portland District

Mr. Michael Ladouceur, Project Manager

333 SW First Avenue, P.O. Box 2946, Portland, OR 9729%
Phone:503-808-4337

Fax: 503808-4375

michael.a.ladouceur@usace.army.mil
www.nwp.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory.aspx

NOAA Fisheries West Coast Regionn U.S. Department of Commerce
Ms. Genevieve Angle, Biologist

1201 NE Lloyd Boulevard, Suite 1100, Portland, Oregon 97232
Phone: 503231-2223

genevieve.angle@noaa.gov

www.westcoast.fisheries.noaa.gov

Oregon Department of Environmental Quality

Ms. Sara Christensen, 401 Water glity Certification Coordinator
475 NEBellevue, Suite 100, Bend, Oregon 97701
Phone:541-633-2007

christensen.sara@deg.state.or.us
www.deg.state.or.us/wag/sec401cert/removalfill.htm
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Dear Reader,

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) appreciates this opportunity to
join together with the Oregon State Department of Environmental Quality, the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers, and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, to announce the publication of the
Permitting Assistance Tools Package for Bankwork Projects in Portland Harbor.

These tools are intended to help applicants who must pilot their way through the complex
environmental permit process surrounding the very important work now underway to reduce the
impacts of toxic contaminants present in the Portland Harbor. When used properly, these tools
will guide the user toward well-integrated project designs that allow for faster, more predictable
regulatory outcomes that are based on the highest quality science available.

These tools are also mindful that clean-up of the Portland Harbor will not only improve the
human environment, it will also affect many non-human species as well. For example, the
Harbor and the rest of the lower Willamette River provide essential habitat functions for six
species of anadromous marine fish, including salmon and steelhead, that are currently listed as
threatened with extinction under the federal Endangered Species Act (ESA).

Anadromous marine fish use the Portland Harbor to complete essential parts of their life history
related to migration and rearing. Clean-up actions will improve the amount and condition of the
aquatic habitats available in the Harbor for use by those species in terms of water and sediment
quality, floodplain connectivity, and riparian condition. Many more ESA-listed species occur
downstream in the Lower Columbia River and will also benefit from the Harbor clean-up. Those
improvements are a central feature of NOAA’s overall strategy to achieve recovery of ESA-
listed species in this region.

[ sincerely hope that you will take the opportunity to become familiar with the various tools
presented here, including participation in the interagency forums they offer to develop strong and
productive partnerships, and that you will actually use these tools as you work through the
permitting process. That will help us all to be more efficient and effective as we work toward our
mutual goals of healthy environment, vibrant communities, and a strong economy.

ML Byarsn
Marc Liverman, Ph.D
Witlamette Branch Chief
Oregon/Washington Coastal Area Office
NOAA Fisheries West Coast Region
U.S. Department of Commerce
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O r e On Department of Environmental Quality
g Northwest Region Portland Office

2020 SW 4" Avenue, Suite 400

John A, Kitzhaber, MD, Governor Portland, OR 97201-4987
(503) 229-5263

FAX (503) 229-6945

TTY (503) 229-5471

To all interested parties:

The Department of Environmental Quality — Northwest Region Cleanup Program is pleased to announce the
finalization of new tools to assist permit applicants performing remedial actions in Portland Harbor.

Working collaboratively with the National Marine Fisheries Service — Willamette River Branch, West Coast Region
and the US Army Corps of Engineers — Portland District, Regulatory Program and coordinating with US
Environmental Protection Agency — Region 10, we are jointly supporting an enhanced interagency coordination
forum for permitting in Portland Harbor. The two pieces of our process include:

1. Opportunities for applicants to present project concepts at monthly staff-level interagency coordination
meetings to get input from each agency toward preparing complete applications for a smooth and timely
permit process.

2. The publication of a package of tools and information focused on improving the coordination of
development of cleanup options and the associated permitting of bankwork proposed within or near the
federally-listed Portland Harbor superfund study area of the Willamette River.

The components of this tools package are intended to assist applicants of bankwork remediation projects to better
understand the permitting process and coordinate that process with proposed cleanup actions: The package is
designed to assist applicants to capitalize on efficiencies between information developed for the cleanup and permit
processes, overcome potential permit hurdles, integrate preferred bank design techniques that are based on proven
technical resources, and receive timely permits to assist the broader cleanup goals in moving forward. While these
tools are designed for use in the Portland Harbor section of the Willamette River, they can also provide assistance
and guidance to similar cleanup projects in the vicinity.

On-going coordination staff-level interagency meetings are currently scheduled on the fourth Tuesday of each
month. Applicant attendance to present a project concept for permitting within Portland Harbor can be arranged by
contacting staff from NMFS, USACE or DEQ, as listed in the tools package. Joint meetings outside the regular
schedule can also be arranged, as needed.

| hope you will take the opportunity to participate in the interagency forums and use the tools we have compiled to
assist you. Please feel free to contact Alex Liverman at liverman.alex@deq.state.or.us with your questions or for
assistance in using the enhanced interagency coordination process.

Sincerely,
Keith Johnson

Manager, Northwest Region Cleanup Program
Oregon Department of Environmental Quality






